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Written by David Rootham  

Peter’s Account of the days leading up to passover: 

Yesterday was different as the crowds were cheering and shouting, “Hosanna in the 
highest,” as Jesus rode into Jerusalem. It was so busy that Jesus had to stay outside 
of the city in Bethany with Martha and Mary.  Jerusalem was a buzz with people 
preparing for Passover in 4 days-time, there were from all over the area as this the 
greatest of the three pilgrim Feasts, which reminded us of the bondage of the Hebrew 
slaves and how God set them free by instructing us to put the blood of the lamb on the 
doorposts and brought us out of Egypt through the red sea on dry land.  

But as Jesus walked towards Jerusalem He seemed perplexed and troubled and I 
heard Him say He was hungry, but surely He had breakfast like the rest of us, and then 
he stopped in front of a fig tree which was full of leaves. We knew that this was a 
symbol of Israel flourishing in Hosea 9:10 a picture of prosperity, wellbeing and security, 
but then He did the oddest thing, He looked for figs, but surely He would know that it 
wasn’t the season for figs?  

Then Jesus said, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” We thought how very odd 
that Jesus would curse a tree, but maybe He was thinking about Israel, surely not, after 
all it will be Passover in a few days when we remember God’s judgment on the 
Egyptians and His grace to our ancestors.  

The day became stranger as we entered into the throngs of people in Jerusalem and 
then to the temple mount and courts where we saw endless stalls selling doves and 
lambs and money changers, it seemed busier than ever this year, and we could see 
some Pharisees looking rather smug as they  gleefully watched the money mounting for 
the stall holders, who paid them an exorbitant rent!  

Then Jesus did the most outrageous thing, He started over turning the stalls and 
tables, we couldn’t believe it, as we stood frozen watching Him, and then He said “Is it 
not written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations? But you have 
made it a den of robbers!”  
 
The crowd was suddenly silenced as no one knew what to do and for a split second 
we too froze to the spot as we knew this was not the voice of a prophet but a 
judgement call of God.  Clearly the Pharisees watching were very angry as their faces 
turned red and although they came towards Him they did not arrest Him, as the 
crowds gathered as if they were expecting Jesus to speak, so He started to teach,  
making the Pharisees back off, and they started whispering to one another how they 
could get rid of Him!  



What a day and frankly I was glad to get out of Jerusalem that night it seemed 
everyone was watching Jesus, and us as everyone listened to every word He said even 
the Pharisees!  

The next day we came back into Jerusalem on the same road and I noticed the fig tree 
that Jesus had cursed the day before had withered but not just its leaves, but the 
whole tree even as low as its roots, I had never seen anything like it, so I said to Jesus,” 
look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!”  

I remember now, the tree was 
standing on the Mount of Olives and 
we were overlooking the temple 
Mount and I thought I understood 
what He said next, was “Have faith 
in God, truly I tell you, if anyone says 
to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself 
into the sea,’ and does not doubt in 
their heart but believes that what 
they say will happen, it will be done 
for them!”  We all know we should 
not doubt but have faith, and I 

thought I understood all of what He said at the time, but now I understand things 
differently. You see in AD 70 the temple was destroyed and I can remember the words 
of Jesus when He said “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 
(John2:19), this too did not make sense to us, but now we understand it.  

The mountain that Jesus was looking at when He said these words was the Temple 
Mount and the faith to cast it into the sea is a metaphor for judgement, which is to be 
replaced by Jesus in us who is the new temple living in us by the Holy Spirit! What an 
amazing thought that we no longer have to go to a particular mountain to meet God 
because He is inside of us!   

The disciple Peter.  

What can we learn?  

1. The Pharisees thought they were secure in their faith of God, yet their hearts 
were far from Him, let this Easter season be a time for us to examine our hearts, 
and repent of all those areas in our life that are not wholly His!  

2. Faith without compassion for others is worthless, let us examine our response to 
those in need in our local community and farther afield.  

3. Notice that the fig tree did not wither immediately as Jesus wanted to give every 
opportunity for people to respond and repent, let us consider those people we 
know who have initially rejected Jesus and pray that their hearts will be 
changed.  

       


